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The School of International Studies - SIS
The phenomena of globalisation and integration are pervasive and relevant. They are often perceived, on the one
hand, as being distant, fragmentary and sometimes threatening, and, on the other, as providing opportunities for
individual nations or groups of nations. Such ambivalence presents a formidable challenge to policy-makers and
to national public opinion, a challenge that cannot be met without the kind of integrated responses and interpretive
approach possible only within a multidisciplinary context. The University of Trento has responded to this stimulus
by promoting research and professional training in the field of international studies.
The School of International Studies (SIS) was established in 2001 and results from the close and continued
collaboration between its component Faculties (now Departments) of Law, Economics, Sociology and Arts
& Humanities. In 2012 it evolved into a centre of the University with a high level of autonomy. It is the only
Graduate School of International Studies in Italy to offer advanced multidisciplinary courses for students who have
completed a three-year undergraduate degree. The School’s main objective is to plan, promote and contribute
to postgraduate study in a range of disciplines that are relevant to international studies. the School offers a fulltime, two-year Masters in European and International Studies (MEIS), a full-time, two-year Masters in International
Security Studies (MISS, together with Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies - Pisa), and a three-year PhD in
International Studies. While the MISS has been recently launched, graduates of both the MEIS and the PhD have
gone on to senior positions in international arenas such as the International Atomic Energy Agency, the European
Commission and foreign ministries. Graduates have also gone on to academic careers with postdoctoral and
tenured positions in Italy and abroad.
Students, faculty and visiting professors from all over the world participate in the School’s teaching and
interdisciplinary research activities. The School hosts several research projects and its faculty members, together
with PhD students and research fellows, conduct research activities in various areas of international studies.
As an advanced institute of interdisciplinary studies, the School of International Studies is unparalleled in Italy and,
in the few short years since its inception, has become a leading reference point in Europe for graduate teaching
and research in economics, law and politics.
It has hosted many international conferences on subjects ranging from the global economic order to topics related
to the European Union. These events have complemented the rich programme of visiting practitioners and guest
speakers hosted by the School, all contributing to the creation of a vibrant and stimulating intellectual community.
The SIS is deeply committed to the premise that professionals in international service need strong communication
skills to work effectively with their counterparts; the Master’s and PhD programmes are therefore offered in English.

Living in Trento
Trento (117.000 inhabitants, 190 meters altitude) is set at the intersection of important routes leading to Garda
Lake, the Dolomites (UNESCO world heritage), Venice, Verona, Bolzano and Innsbruck.
With its unique geographical position Trento represents on the one hand a crossroads between the Mediterranean
and northern Europe cultures, on the other hand a natural production and technology platform for international
business and an ideal trading hub between southern and continental Europe.
With a safe urban environment offering many cultural activities, set in an attractive natural landscape, with good
employment opportunities, an excellent education system and an efficient health service, Trento is one of the top
Italian cities to live in.
The cultural and social life is enriched by numerous conferences, meetings, exhibitions, international festivals
(Mountain Filmfestival, Festival of Economics), traditional festivals (Feste Vigiliane), several theatre and musical
events both in the city centre, and in the beautiful surroundings (e.g. Sounds of the Dolomites).
The University of Trento is constantly working to develop its international dimension, establishing and strengthening
networks and partnerships that guarantee the opportunity of cooperation with regard to education, research and
relations with industry.
International students coming to the University of Trento are supported in all the necessary administrative
steps related to their arrival and stay in Trento, such as: pre-arrival information, support in VISA and stay permit
application, Italian tax code, health insurance, bank account, local transports, information on accommodation and
scholarship opportunities, enrolment procedures, socio-cultural events.
Sports activities and facilities as well as special discounts to access gyms, sports centres, swimming pools and
ski slopes are available for students who join the University Sports Network (UniSport).

Master in European
and International Studies (MEIS)

The Master in European and International Studies (MEIS) is designed to equip students with the theoretical and
practical tools needed to understand key aspects of the contemporary world, and the EU’s role in international
scenarios. The hallmark of the MEIS is its strong multi- and interdisciplinary approach, which encourages students
to venture beyond the confines of individual academic disciplines.
The first year offers foundation courses in the core disciplines such as International Economics, International and
European Union Law, European and International Politics, Contemporary History, Techniques and Methods in
Social Sciences, English Language, and elective courses in other languages. In the second year, students have to
attend four courses in the main subject areas and choose three further elective courses in related subjects.
Advanced English language courses focus on both the acquisition of academic and specialised language and
developing effective communication skills in order to be fully functional in any international context.
Teaching takes place entirely in English. Frontal lessons, language courses and tutoring activities contribute to
developing advanced English language communication skills, necessary for entry into international working or
research environment. Students will also acquire a working knowledge of at least one additional foreign language.
Students have the opportunity to attend a lively series of guest lectures and seminars organised by the School and
held by academics of international standing and professional practitioners working in international organizations.
Students are also encouraged to spend a period abroad.

Programme overview
Main application deadline
Intake
Duration
Minimum requirements

Selection criteria
Special opportunities
Further information
Contacts

Non-EU citizens living abroad: January/February each year
EU and non-EU citizens living in Italy: June/July each year.
September each year
2 years full time
• Bachelor’s degree (or equivalent title) which includes the equivalent of at least
60 course credits from at least two of the following disciplinary areas: history
and philosophy, economics, law, political science, sociology and foreign
languages;
• an upper intermediate level of English;
• basic knowledge of a second foreign language, other than Italian, from
among those offered at the University of Trento.
Academic background and reference letter,
Statement of purpose;
Relevance of previous studies and experience to the course objectives.
Double Degree with: Metropolitan University Prague (Czech Republic)
international.unitn.it/meis
meis@unitn.it

The MEIS prepares students for careers both in the public and the private sectors. Graduates will be qualified to hold
positions of responsibility within national and international institutions engaged in European and international affairs
and private enterprises operating in international markets. They will also be qualified to work for governmental and
non-governmental organizations (engaged in areas such as human rights, environmental protection, institutionbuilding or project management) and to enter the diplomatic service. Moreover, for those intending to continue their
studies, the MEIS provides a solid basis for admission to PhD programmes in International Studies in disciplines
relating to economics, history, law, and political and social sciences.
The School of International Studies has recently created an Alumni network to analyse the professional career
paths of MEIS graduates. It confirms the capacity of the master’s programme to provide its students with the tools
necessary to enter a working environment, often at prestigious international and European institutions. Former
MEIS students have in fact gone on to rewarding careers as young diplomats, policy advisors, consultants,
project coordinators, researchers, and the like, while others have been admitted to prestigious PhD and advanced
master’s programmes in Europe and North America. Recent statistics show that the MEIS is outstanding in terms
of both employability and continued academic success: over 90% of our students have started international
careers within three years of graduation.

Courses
First year
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Contemporary History
Principles of International Economics
Elements of International and European Union Law
European and International Politics
English Language
Language Workshop (French or Spanish or German)
Quantitative Methods in Social Sciences (Basic)
Quantitative Methods in Social Sciences (Advanced)

Second year
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Political Philosophy
The Economics of European integration
Global Economic Policy
The Legal Framework of EU Policies
Human Rights and Natural Resources under International Law
Strategic Studies
Advanced European Studies
Elective courses

TOTAL COMPLETE PROGRAMME 120 ECTS

Admission requirements
As part of the selection process, applications are accepted from:
• citizens of non-EU countries
• Italian citizens, citizens of the EU and those treated as such
who satisfy the following requirements:
a. hold a bachelor’s or higher degree awarded in Italy or other qualification recognised as equivalent awarded
abroad. Undergraduate candidates are also accepted provided that they obtain their bachelor’s degree:
before 31 July, for non-EU citizens living abroad
before 31 October, for italian and EU-citizens or those treated as such.
Candidates must have gained in previous studies the equivalent of at least 60 credits in at least two of the following
disciplinary areas: History and Philosophy, Economics, Law, Political Science, Sociology or Foreign Languages.
a. have an English language qualification from among the following: IELTS Academic: no skill lower than 6.0,
TOEFL internet-based test (or equivalent TOEFL paper-based or computer-based test): no skill lower than 23.
Candidates who have obtained their degree (bachelor’s or master’s) from a university where tuition is entirely
in English in an EU country or in Australia, Canada, Norway, New Zealand, Russia, the USA, South Africa or
Switzerland, are not required to submit an English language certificate;
b. have a basic knowledge of a second foreign language other than Italian, from among the following: Arabic,
Chinese, French, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, German.
c. have a personal background with suitable professional and academic experience given the interdisciplinary
nature of the degree course.

Master in International Security Studies (MISS)
The Master in International Security Studies (MISS) is offered jointly by the School of International Studies (Trento)
and the Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies (Pisa). Founded upon the core disciplines of law, politics, history,
and economics, the MISS adopts a strong multidisciplinary approach coupled with a broad range of optional
specialisation courses. Students spend the first year at the Sant’Anna School in Pisa, where courses focus on the
main issues concerning security, including hard and soft security, technological, environmental, and human security.
The second year is based at the School of International Studies in Trento, where students have a closer look at
the specific security challenges modern societies are faced with, such as migration, energy issues, environmental
degradation, financial flows, armed conflicts and international terrorism. Throughout the two years, students choose
among several elective subjects and take part in role-play, simulations, moot courts, and case-study analysis, aimed
at training participants to understand the various factors and actors having an impact on the global order, with
specific reference to security issues. Teaching takes place entirely in English. Frontal lessons, language courses and
tutoring activities contribute to developing advanced English language communication skills, necessary for entry
into international working or research environment. Students will also acquire a working knowledge of at least one
additional foreign language.
During the second year, students are encouraged to spend a period abroad for research purposes or to pursue an
internship.

Programme overview
Main application deadline

Non-EU citizens living abroad: January/February each year
EU and non-EU citizens living in Italy: June/July each year

Intake

September each year

Duration

2 years full time

Minimum requirements

•

•
•

Bachelor’s degree (or equivalent title) which includes the equivalent of at
least 60 course credits from at least two of the following disciplinary areas:
history and philosophy, economics, law, political science, sociology and
foreign languages;
A good command of the English language;
Basic knowledge of a second foreign language, other than Italian, from
among those offered at the University of Trento.

Selection criteria

academic performance, references, knowledge of English and other foreign
languages above minimum requirements, personal (professional and
academic) background, statement of purpose

Further information

international.unitn.it/miss

Contacts

miss.sis@unitn.it

Courses

First year - Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna (Pisa)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Role of Universal and Regional Organizations in Promoting Peace and Security
Genealogies and Aporias of Security
Armed Conflicts and International Law
Security Studies: Concepts, Methods, and Issue Areas
Probability, Certainty and Security in Economics: Concepts and Methods
Transnational Global Governance
Ethics of Security
Introduction to Statistics and Probability
English from B2 to B2plus

Second year - School of International Studies (Trento)
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Use of Force in International Politics
International Cooperation, Development and Security
Global Migration and Security
Natural Resources and Energy Security
Global Markets and Security Issues
Elective courses

TOTAL COMPLETE PROGRAMME 120 ECTS

Career opportunities
The MISS aims to prepare a new generation of analysts, policymakers, and scholars to address contemporary
national and international security challenges. The course adopts a multi-disciplinary approach, which provides
students with a solid knowledge of core security issues and emerging threats in the international arena. Participants
will acquire the theoretical tools and practical skills and competences necessary to understand and assess the
various factors and actors capable of impacting on the global order, with specific reference to security issues. The
programme also aims to providing students with the skills required to evaluate responses from national actors and
the international community.
MISS graduates will be prepared to hold positions within the areas of security, public policy, and international
relations. MISS graduates will possess the skills and qualifications necessary to:
• hold positions of responsibility within European and international organizations engaged in security,
peacekeeping, and state-building activities;
• work in private organizations dealing with risk prevention and risk management;
• work in national ministries and in the diplomatic service;
• work for governmental and non-governmental organizations engaged in areas such as institution-building,
project management, humanitarian assistance, local development and reforms, security risk prevention and
management.

For those intending to continue their studies, the programme provides a solid basis for admission to PhD
programmes in international studies and other disciplines related to international security.

Admission requirements
As part of the selection process, applications are accepted from:
• citizens of non-EU countries
• Italian citizens, citizens of the EU and those treated as such who satisfy the following requirements:
a. hold a bachelor’s or higher degree awarded in Italy or other qualification recognised as equivalent awarded
abroad. Undergraduate candidates are also accepted providing that they obtain their bachelor’s degree:
before 31 July for non-EU citizens living abroad
before 31 October for Italian and EU-citizens or those treated as such
Candidates must have gained in previous studies the equivalent of at least 60 credits in at least two of the following
disciplinary areas: History and Philosophy, Economics, Law, Political Science, Sociology or Foreign Languages.
b. have an English language qualification from among the following: IELTS: no skill lower than 5.5, TOEFL
internet-based test (or equivalent TOEFL paper-based or computer-based tests): no skill lower than 21.
Candidates who have obtained their degree (bachelor’s or master’s) from a university where tuition is entirely
in English in an EU country or in Australia, Canada, Japan, Norway, New Zealand, Russia, the USA, South
Africa or Switzerland, are not required to submit an English Language certificate;
c. have a basic knowledge of a second foreign language, other than Italian, from among the following:
Chinese, French, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, German;
d. have a personal background with suitable professional and academic experience given the interdisciplinary
nature of the degree course.
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Contacts
School of International Studies
via Tommaso Gar, 14 - 38122 Trento, Italy
phone: +39 0461 283121-3125-1703
sis@sis.unitn.it
international.unitn.it/international-studies

